BT Race To Infinity – NOT

West Hagbourne – the poor relation 

West Hagbourne – The losers in the race to infinity.

Brief explanation of the technology

There are two types of BTs Infinity product; Fibre to the cabinet (FTTC) and Fibre to the home (FTTH). The first takes an optical fibre from the main exchange to the green cabinet on the side of the road near your house. Your existing copper phone line is connected to this fibre. This technology will currently give 40mbps download and 10mbps upload (soon to be upgraded to 80/10). The second one takes the fibre all the way to your home. This will give 100Meg (not up to) initially with 300 and beyond in future. 

BT is upgrading the Blewbury exchange area with both types. For the Astons, Upton and West Hagbourne and the old parts of Blewbury it is to the green cabinet. For the new parts of Blewbury it is to the house. BT predicts that 86% of the exchange area will get better the 20Meg down load. Unfortunately the whole of West Hagbourne is not part of the 86%.

Note; the move from your current broadband connection to the fibre connection will not happen automatically. You will continue with what you currently have unless you order and pay for an upgrade from your service provider or from another one. This is the same as the change that we had to go through from dial up to ADSL.

Infinity roll out for West Hagbourne.

Where West Hagbourne is getting short changed is that we will not get our own green cabinet. Unlike previous internet connection technologies FTTC should have allowed West Hagbourne to be put on a level playing field for internet connection speed with the rest of the Blewbury Exchange. The speed that you could expect to get from dial-up or ADSL was dependent on how close you were to your exchange. With FTTC it is how close you are to the cabinet. This should be to a second green cabinet on the corner of Main Street and York Road outside Lizard Bank. Instead it will be the green cabinet near the George and Dragon in Upton. So it will be faster than now, but not as good as all the other villages in the Blewbury exchange area.

There was talk at a meeting with BT on the 1/12/11 about West Hagbourne getting an infill cabinet fed as a spur from the Upton cabinet. This should have been part of BTs initial plan. They suggested that they might be able to do this if we find the funding. This is obviously going to have to be done later, if at all and not part of the initial roll out. 

The good news.

The Upton cabinet will be one of the first to start working. This should be by the end of March 2012. This date has been put back twice already so March is at best only a hopeful target at the moment. 

There is no doubt that internet connection speeds will increase from our average 2mbps to an estimated average of at least 11mbps with some more to come later when BT move their network to the 80mbps standard. But you will have to sign up for a new broadband product and BT will install a new modem and router. This faster service will cost more than at present.

To find out what your likely speed using FTTC click on this link : http://www.dslchecker.bt.com/adsl/ADSLChecker.TelephoneNumberOutput
You can also register your interest in faster broadband using the following link and BT will email you when it is available.

http://www.productsandservices.bt.com/consumerProducts/displayTopic.do?topicId=29017
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