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Village map and board

The History Group has replaced the old village map with a new version. This includes hand-written information about the history of the village and is illustrated with hand-drawn family shields representing the old manorial families of West Hagbourne. As well as providing information about the village for visitors, the new map contributes to the recent improvements to the appearance of the area around the war memorial. It seems to have been well received by villagers.

The Group is now working on an electronic version of the map so that it can be easily updated when there are changes in the village.

The History Group has also contributed £445 towards the purchase of the new board to house the map.

Village website

The History Group has contributed to the development of the new village website with its own dedicated pages. As well as information about the Group and its various projects, there is a potted history of the village; a summary of the contents of its publication Windsor Hakeborne: the Story of West Hagbourne, together with a review and an order form; a section debunking some local myths; an explanation of the village name and West Hagbourne’s entry in the Domesday Book. Most of these pages are illustrated. More pages are planned for the future.

Archives and photo albums

The History Group continues to maintain an historical archive and is presently creating photo albums of village events. 

Medieval chapel

The site of the medieval chapel on land behind Chapel Hayes was mapped by the Berkshire Archaeology Research Group (BARG) in September 2004. BARG had intended to return last September to carry out a second Resistivity Survey close to the first site but owing to problems with their equipment, this was not possible. I t is hoped that the survey will go ahead at some time in the future.

Expansion of Didcot

The Group is concerned about the expansion of Didcot and it was suggested that a fighting group be set up, perhaps with other villages, to press for a by-pass for the village. This was put forward to the Parish Council.

Village character study and conservation area

The SODC asked the Group to prepare an introduction to their Village Character Study and to comment on the proposed extension of the Conservation Area to include Grove Manor Farm. It was decided to ask for a further extension to include the Horse and Harrow public house. The Group understands that this has been agreed and now awaits written confirmation.

The Parish Plan

The History Group was represented at the two Parish Plan drop-in sessions held in October.

Research

The History Group continues to carry out research. The present project concerns a quarrel in the 16th Century between the Dunch and Windsor families and villagers over the enclosure of Hagbourne Down. A bottle has been found which proves that ginger beer was made in the village at the end of the 19th Century and that needs further exploration.

New members and visitors

The Group has welcomed three new members during the year. The Group is open to anyone interested in history. Visitors from America whose ancestors once lived in the village have been entertained and shown around the village and church. The Group continues to receive mail from overseas and more locally. There is a slow steady sale of books.

Accounts

These are being audited and will be available for inspection.

AGM

Mary Wiley (Chair) and Sheila Taylor (Secretary) will be standing down from office at the AGM which will be held at Silva Felix at 8pm Monday 3 July 2006.
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